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way, through the agency of a private company which main-
tains a reduction plant on Spectacle Island in the city's
harbor; the company; in addition to the return which it
obtains from the sale of garbage products, receives an
annual subsidy from the city treasury. The chief objection
to the plan; however, is the difficulty, in most American
cities, of obtaining a suitable location for a reduction plant.
Despite all attempts to render the process odorless and in-
offensive by the use of exhaust fans to draw the gases into
the furnace, a garbage reduction plant is something which
no outlying section of a city seems willing to tolerate with-
out persistent complaint and opposition. If, on the other
hand, the plant is located so far away as to be inoffensive
to any populated section, the increased cost of haulage
renders the whole plan uneconomical. The same difficulty
appears, though in somewhat less degree, in the case of
garbage disposal by incineration. Other large American
cities that employ the reduction process for either all or a
part of their garbage are Philadelphia, Chicago, Baltimore,
and Pittsburgh.

Most of the garbage-reduction plants now maintained in
The costs     the cities of the United States are owned and operated by
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ofthereduc- companies. In some cases a single company operates
piants in several cities. Whether they are profitable to
their owners we have no definite means of knowing, for the
companies are not required to make their accounts public.
But Chicago, Columbus, and Cleveland have undertaken
garbage reduction in a scientific manner as a direct munici-
pal enterprise. The Cleveland plant, which uses the Edson
process, has been in operation since 1906, The financial
results are there regarded as very satisfactory*1 When eon-

1 The Cleveland plant is described in the Municipal Journal and $nffi~
neer, xxv, 418-419 (September 23, 1908); also in W. F. Morse's Collection
and Disposal of Municipal Waste (New York, 1908), pp. 397-405. Fig-
ures of operating costs and returns are given in the annual reports of the
Department 6f Public Service, Division of Garbage, of the city of Cleve-
land. The plant handles about 50,000 tons of garbage per year. The cost